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I. REAL PARTY IN INTEREST 

The real parties in interest are the assignees of the full interest in the invention, 
Sony Corporation, 7-35 Kitashinagawa, 6-Chome, Shinagawa-Ku, Tokyo, Japan, and 
Sony Electronics, Inc., 1 Sony Drive, Park Ridge, New Jersey 07656. 

II. RELATED APPEALS AND INTERFERENCES 

To the best of Appellants knowledge, there are no appeals or interferences related 
to the present appeal that will directly affect, be directly affected by, or have a bearing on 
the Board's decision in the instant appeal. 

III. STATUS OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 20-41 and 43-77 are pending in the application and were finally rejected 
in an Office Action mailed September 8, 2004. Claims 20-41 and 43-77 are the subject 
of this appeal. A copy of Claims 20-41 and 43-77 as they stand on appeal are set forth in 
Appendix A. 

IV. STATUS OF AMENDMENTS 

No amendments have been submitted subsequent to the Final Office Action 
mailed September 8, 2004. 

V. SUMMARY OF CLAIMED SUBJECT MATTER 

Appellant's invention as claimed in claims 20-41 and 43-77 is directed to 
allowing users to search through images by rotating a dial. The present invention couples 
a dial to software for the purpose of displaying a plurality of image files in a linear order. 
For instance, turning a dial to the right or left will sequentially display a set of files 
forward or backward (Specification, page 5, lines 8-9). Using file navigation software 
interactive with the movements of a dial, individual files of a set of linearly linked files 
are displayed in a sequential order (Specification, page 6, lines 6-8). The dial may be a 
physical device located internal to the computer or external to the computer (such as 
connected to the computer through a serial/parallel bus) and can be operated manually. 
The dial may also be presented on a computer monitor as a visual or GUI dial that can be 
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operated in a manner similar to the physical dial. The visual dial may be manipulated by 
rotating/pushing the visual dial with a mouse, a keyboard, a touch sensitive pad, or a 
touch sensitive monitor (Specification, page 7, lines 6-16). Figures 1 and 2 illustrate the 
interaction between the dial and a set of image files. 

Independent claim 20 claims a computerized apparatus for viewing images, 
including a dial and means for connecting the dial to the set of files (Specification, page 
6, lines 5-11; page 6, line 23 - page 7, line 5; Figure 2, 204). Claim 24 claims the 
invention as a computer-readable medium. Claim 29 claims the invention as a 
computerized system. Claim 34 claims the invention as a networked server system. 
Claim 38 claims a computerized apparatus comprising a dial and software. Claim 43 
claims the invention as a network connection. Claim 44 claims the invention as a method 
for presenting presentations. Claim 60 claims the invention as a machine-readable 
medium. Claim 76 claims the invention as an apparatus for presenting presentations, the 
apparatus comprising means for receiving an input via an interface representing a user 
manipulable dial (Specification, page 6, lines 6-10; Figure 2, 206) capable of being 
visually dialed through rotations to sequentially display a set of presentations 
(Specification, page 4, lines 19-20; page 7, lines 6-14), and means for sequentially 
displaying at least one presentation from a preselected set of presentations in response to 
the input (Specification, page 5, lines 20-24). Claim 77 claims the invention as a system 
for presenting presentations. 

VI. GROUNDS OF REJECTIONS TO BE REVIEWED ON APPEAL 

I. Whether Claims 20-41 and 43-77 are patentable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over 
Swenton-Wall et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,590,586 ("Swenton") in view of Ouellet et al., 
U.S. Patent No. 6,336,052 ("Ouellet"). 
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VII. ARGUMENT 

1. Claims 20-41 and 43-77 are Patentable under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Swenton in 
view of Ouellet. 

Claims 20-41 and 43-77 stand or fall together. Claim 20 is the representative 
claim. As discussed above, Appellant's invention is directed to allowing a user to rotate 
a dial to search through a sequence of images. 

Swenton discloses that a user may organize simulated slides for a presentation by 
placing the slides in a simulated slide carousel. The carousel presents slides according to 
an ordered list that is manipulated by a user to create a defined sequence (Swenton, col. 

2, lines 1-5). 

Oeullet discloses an interface to manipulate and position an image. The interface 
has an outer annular ring with center directional buttons. The outer annular ring is used 
to rotate a single image 360°. The center buttons are used to move and manipulate the 
position of the single image on a screen (e.g. up/down, left/right). (Ouellet, col. 9, lines 
18-52; Figure 1, interface 21; annular ring 24). 

The Examiner asserts that it would have been obvious to combine Swenton's 
carousel system with Ouellet' s outer annular ring interface. However, the Examiner's 
proposed combination would require a modification of either one or both of the 
references, and such modification would render the references inoperable for their 
intended purposes. Swenton's simulated slide carousel displays images according to list, 
i.e. the order of the list controls the order for displaying the images. Ouellet's outer 
annular ring interface causes a single image to rotate 360°. Adding a ring to control the 
display of images in Swenton would make the ordered list unnecessary, and completely 
alter the principal of operation of Swenton's system. Further, modifying Ouellet's outer 
annular ring to sequentially display several files (rather than rotate a single image 360°) 
would also require a radical change in the principal of operation of the ring disclosed by 
Ouellet. In addition, such a modification of the outer annular ring would render it 
inoperable for its stated purpose of rotating a single image 360°. Therefore, the proposed 
combination of the prior art is improper and cannot render the claims prima facie 
obvious. 
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Additionally, there is no proper teaching or suggestion in Swenton, Ouellet, or the 
art in general, that suggests modifying Ouellet's outer annular ring to sequentially display 
a set of files, as asserted by the Examiner. Accordingly, it appears that the Examiner has 
impermissibly relied upon Appellant's own teachings in arriving at a conclusion of 
obviousness. Thus, there is no suggestion or motivation in the references or the art as a 
whole to support the Examiner's combination. 

Moreover, the Examiner's combination fails to teach or suggest every limitation 
of the claims. Claim 20 includes the limitation of a dial capable of being visually dialed 
through rotations to sequentially display a set of files. The Examiner has equated the 
function of Swenton's carousel to Appellant's claimed dial, while admitting that Swenton 
does not teach or suggest a dial capable of being visually dialed through rotations (Final 
Office Action of 9/8/2004, page 2, lines 15-20). Appellant submits that Ouellet fails to 
teach or suggest the claimed limitation of a dial capable of being visually dialed through 
rotations to sequentially display a set of files. Ouellet' s outer annular ring provides 
functionality for rotating a single image through 360° by rotating the ring. However, 
Ouellet contains no teaching or suggestion that the outer annular ring could function to 
sequentially display files. It is impermissible under 35 U.S.C. §103 to pick and choose 
from a reference only so much of it as will support a given position to the exclusion of 
other parts necessary to the full appreciation of what the reference suggests to one skilled 
in the art. Thus, it is inappropriate for the Examiner to disregard the expressly taught 
function of Ouellet's outer annular ring as rotating a single image 360°, and recast it as a 
device for sequentially displaying images. Therefore, neither Swenton, Ouellet, nor the 
combination, teach or suggest a rotatable dial capable of being visually dialed through 
rotations to sequentially display a set of files, as claimed. Accordingly, claim 20 cannot 
be rendered obvious by the combination of Swenton and Ouellet, and the rejection of 
claims 20-41 and 43-77 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) should be withdrawn. 

Further, at page 6, lines 6-15 of the Final Office Action of September 8, 2004, the 
Examiner interpreted the function of the center buttons of Ouellet's interface (Ouellet, 
Figure 1, buttons 30 and 32) as being equivalent to Appellant's claimed dial capable of 
being visually dialed through rotations to sequentially display a set of files. However, as 
discussed above, Ouellet's center buttons merely manipulate the position of the single 
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image on a screen. Ouellet does not teach or suggest that these center buttons can be 
visually dialed through rotations, nor is it taught or suggested that they function to 
sequentially display a set of files, as claimed. Therefore, Appellant respectfully submits 
that the Examiner's interpretation of Ouellet' s center buttons is incorrect. 



For the reasons stated above, claims 20-41 and 43-77 are patentable under 
35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Swenton in view of Ouellet. Appellant respectfully requests that 
the Board reverse the rejections of the claims 20-41 and 43-77 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
and direct the Examiner to enter a Notice of Allowance for Claims 20-41 and 43-77. 

Fee for Filing a Brief in Support of Appeal 



Enclosed is a check in the amount of $500.00 to cover the fee for filing a brief in 
support of an appeal as required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(c) and 41.20(b)(2). 

Deposit Account Authorization 

Authorization is hereby given to charge our Deposit Account No. 02-2666 for any 
charges that may be due. Furthermore, if an extension is required, then Appellant hereby 
requests such extension. 



VIII. CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 



BLAKELY, SOKOLOFF, TAYLOR 
& ZAFMAN LLP 



Dated: if $ I o*> 





Jef^ery Scott Heileson 
Attorney for Appellant 
Registration No. 46,765 



Customer No. 008791 
12400 Wilshire Boulevard 
Seventh Floor 



Los Angeles, CA 90025-1026 
(408) 720-8300 
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APPENDIX A FOR APPEAL BRIEF UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 41.37(A) 

Claims 1-19. (Cancelled). 

20. (Previously Presented) A computerized apparatus for viewing images comprising: 

a dial capable of being visually dialed through rotations to sequentially display a 

set of files; and 
means for connecting the dial to the set of files. 

21. (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising: 

means for increasing the speed of sequentially displaying the set of files. 

22. (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising: 

means for modifying the set of files. 



23. (Original) The apparatus of claim 20, further comprising: 



means for sequentially viewing individual files across more than one set of files. 

24. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 
instructions to cause a computer to perform a method comprising: 

linking a set of files; and 

coupling a dial with the set of files, the dial capable of being visually dialed 

through rotations to sequentially display the set of files when the dial is 
dialed. 

25. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 24, having further computer- 
executable instructions wherein a dial setting further increases a speed that the files are 
sequentially displayed. 

26. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 25, having further computer- 
executable instructions wherein the dial has a stop point where file sequencing is stopped 
and one file is displayed. 

27. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 26 having further computer- 
executable instructions wherein pushing the dial in will select the file. 

28. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 27 having further computer- 
executable instructions wherein pushing the dial in will allow sequencing of files across 
more than one set of files. 

29. (Previously Presented) A computerized system comprising: 

a processor; 

a memory coupled to the processor through a system bus; 

a computer-readable medium coupled to the processor through the system bus; 

a file displaying process executed from the computer-readable medium by the 

processor to cause the processor to receive content and construct from the 

content a set of sequentially linked files; and 
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a dial interactive with the set of sequentially linked files through the computer- 
readable medium, wherein the dial is capable of being dialed through rotations 
to sequentially display the set of sequentially linked files. 

30. (Original) The computerized system of claim 29, wherein the computer-readable 
medium further causes the set of sequentially linked files to be sequentially displayed by 
manipulating the dial. 

31. (Original) The computerized system of claim 30, wherein the computer-readable 
medium further causes the set of sequentially linked files to be modified by manipulating 
the dial. 

32. (Original) The computerized system of claim 31, wherein the set of sequentially 
linked files are modified to flag a file location. 

33. (Original) The computerized system of claim 32, wherein the computer-readable 
medium activates the dial to display files sequentially across more than one set of 
sequentially linked files. 

34. (Previously Presented) A networked server system comprising: 

means for posting a linked set of files for display; and 

means for sequentially displaying the content of the linked set of files via a dial 
capable of being dialed through rotations to sequentially display the set of files. 

35. (Original) The networked server system of claim 34, further comprising: 

means for modifying the linked set of files. 

36. (Original) The networked server system of claim 34, further comprising: 

means for restricting access to the linked set of files. 

37. (Original) The networked server system of claim 34, further comprising: 
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means for viewing individual files sequentially across the content of more than one 
linked set of files. 

38. (Previously Presented) A computerized apparatus, comprising: 

a dial capable of being dialed through rotations to sequentially display a set of files; 

and 

software, wherein the dial is interactive with the software through dialing to 
sequentially display the files. 

39. (Original) The apparatus of claim 38 further comprising: 

the dial can be pushed in to select a file. 

40. (Original) The apparatus of claim 38, further comprising: . 

the dial can be pushed in to unselect a file. 

41. (Original) The apparatus of claim 38, further comprising: 

the dial can be pushed in to select the set of files. 

42. (Cancelled). 

43. (Previously Presented) A network connection having a processor execute the 
process from executable instructions transmitted via the network to perform a method 
comprising: 

linking a set of files; and 

coupling a dial with the set of files, the dial capable of being visually dialed through 
rotations to sequentially display the set of files. 

44. (Previously Presented) A method for presenting presentations, the method 
comprising: 
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receiving an input via an interface representing a user manipulable dial capable of 
being visually dialed through rotations to sequentially display a set of 
presentations; and 

sequentially displaying at least one presentation from a preselected set of 
presentations in response to the input. 

45. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the input is received by 
visually dialing the user manipulable dial. 

46. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 45, further comprising performing a 
drag and drop operation to visually dial the user manipulable dial. 

47. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the at least one 
presentation comprises at least file. 

48. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the at least one 
presentation comprises at least one image. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 45, further comprising: 

. determining a direction of the dialing of the dial; and 
sequentially displaying the at least one presentation in a direction according to 
the determined direction of the dialing. 

50. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, wherein if the direction of the 
dialing is a clockwise direction, the method further comprises sequentially displaying the 
at least one presentation in an advanced direction. 

51. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 49, wherein if the direction of the 
dialing is a counter clockwise direction, the method further comprises sequentially 
displaying the at least one presentation in aTeversed direction. 
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52. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 45, further comprising: 

determining a dialing speed of the dialing; and 

sequentially displaying the at least one presentation in a presentation rate 
associated with the dialing speed. 

53. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 45, further comprising: 

receiving a signal representing a stop of the dialing, the signal indicating the 

stopped position of the dial; 
identifying a presentation from the at least one presentation in response to the 
signal; and 

displaying the identified presentation as a still image. 

54. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 53, wherein the still image is 
displayed larger than the sequentially displayed presentations. 

55. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 53, further comprising: 

detecting a first operation of pushing-in the dial; and 

selecting the presentation corresponding to the still image in response to the first 
operation of pushing-in. 

56. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55, further comprising: 

detecting a second operation of pushing-in the dial; and 
unselecting the presentation corresponding to the still image in response to the 
second operation of pushing-in. 

57. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55, further comprising removing the 
selected presentation from the preselected set of presentations. 
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58. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the input is received from 
a remote client over a network and the at least one presentation is displayed at the remote 
client over the network. 

59. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 44, wherein the input is received 
through the use of voice activated commands. 

60. (Previously Presented) A machine-readable medium having executable 
instructions to a cause a device to perform a method comprising: 

receiving an input via an interface representing a user manipulable dial capable of 
being visually dialed through rotations to sequentially display a set of 
presentations; and 

sequentially displaying at least one presentation from a preselected set of 
presentations in response to the input. 

61. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 60, wherein the 
input is received by visually dialing the user manipulable dial. 

62. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 61, wherein the 
method further comprises performing a drag and drop operation to visually dial the user 
manipulable dial. 

63. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 60, wherein the at 
least one presentation comprises at least file. 

64. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 60, wherein the at 
least one presentation comprises at least one image. 

65. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 61, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

determining a direction of the dialing of the dial; and 
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sequentially displaying the at least one presentation in a direction according to 
the determined direction of the dialing. 

66. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 65, wherein if the 
direction of the dialing is a clockwise direction, the method further comprises 
sequentially displaying the at least one presentation in an advanced direction. 

67. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 65, wherein if the 
direction of the dialing is a counter clockwise direction, the method further comprises 
sequentially displaying the at least one presentation in a reversed direction. 

68. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 61, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

determining a dialing speed of the dialing; and 

sequentially displaying the at least one presentation in a presentation rate 
associated with the dialing speed. 

69. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 61, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

receiving a signal representing a stop of the dialing, the signal indicating the 
stopped position of the dial; 

identifying a presentation from the at least one presentation in response to the 
signal; and 

displaying the identified presentation as a still image. 

70. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 69, wherein the 
still image is displayed larger than the sequentially displayed presentations. 

71. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 69, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

detecting a first operation of pushing-in the dial; and 



Appl No. 09/696,402 



-8- 



Atty. Dkt. 080398.P364 



selecting the presentation corresponding to the still image in response to the first 
operation of pushing-in. 

72. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 71, wherein the 
method further comprises: 

detecting a second operation of pushing-in the dial; and 
unselecting the presentation corresponding to the still image in response to the second 
operation of pushing-in. 

73. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 71, wherein the 
method further comprises removing the selected presentation from the preselected set of 
presentations. 

74. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 60, wherein the 
input is received from a remote client over a network and the at least one presentation is 
displayed at the remote client over the network. 

75. (Previously Presented) The machine-readable medium of claim 60, wherein the 
input is received through the use of voice activated commands. 

76. (Previously Presented) An apparatus for presenting presentations, the apparatus 
comprising: 

means for receiving an input via an interface representing a user manipulable dial 
capable of being visually dialed through rotations to sequentially display a set of 
presentations; and 

means for sequentially displaying at least one presentation from a preselected set 
of presentations in response to the input. 

77. (Previously Presented) A system for presenting presentations, the system 
comprising: 

a processor coupled to a memory through a bus; and 
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a process executed by the processor from the memory to cause the 
processor to: 

receive an input via an interface representing a user manipulable dial 

capable of being visually dialed through rotations to sequentially 
display a set of presentations; and 

sequentially display at least one presentation from a preselected set of presentations in 

response to the input. 
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